The Transformation of the European Models
of Capitalism

The three lectures will examine some of the significant changes
that have affected the institutions of European economies. In
his book “The Diversity of Modern Capitalism” (Oxford, 2003),
Bruno Amable distinguished between several different models
of capitalism within Europe. One in particular, the Continen-
tal model, which could represent countries like France or Ger-
many, was considered to be under more pressure for “reform”
than other models. The lectures will consider several aspects of
the structural reform programs implemented during the past
decade and their consequences for the stability of the Conti-
nental model.

Die Transformation des europdischen Kapitalismus. In seinen
drei Vortrigen beschiftigt sich Bruno Amable mit einigen maf-
geblichen Verdnderungen in der Institutionenstruktur europd-
ischer Okonomien. Von den in seinem 2003 erschienenen Buch
»The Diversity of Modern Capitalism® unterschiedenen europdii-
schen Modellen des Kapitalismus stand der ,kontinentale Kapi-
talismus® von Lindern wie Frankreich oder Deutschland bisher
unter dem grifSten Reformdruck. In den Vortrigen wird Amable
verschiedene Aspekte der Strukturreformprogramme des letzten
Jahrzehnts genauer betrachten und deren Auswirkungen auf die
Stabilitit des kontinentalen Modells diskutieren.

Mittwoch, 3. Februar 2010 | 17:30 Uhr (s.t.)

The Lisbon Agenda: Saving the European Model
or Killing I1t?

The first lecture will focus on the “Lisbon Agenda,” whose un-
derlying philosophy was that the “knowledge-based society”
would require substantial transformations of Europe’s eco-
nomic models. Incorporating both a strong confidence in the
economic efficiency of market liberalization and an objective
of social cohesion, the Lisbon Agenda stands out as an incoher-
ent mixture of economic liberalism, social democratic aspira-
tions and neo-Schumpeterian technological determinism. It
does not constitute a coherent framework for renewing the Eu-
ropean models of capitalism but is instead part of a movement
of structural reform promoting the emergence of a neoliberal
model.

Mittwoch, 10. Februar 2010 | 17:30 Uhr (s.t.)

Employment, Unemployment and Structural Reforms

The received wisdom about the economic situation in Conti-
nental Europe is that structural reforms are needed to boost
economic performance. Unemployment has been at the cen-
ter of the structural reforms debate. A mix of market flexibility
and social protection referred to as “flexicurity” has been pro-
posed as the ultimate solution to Europe’s economic problems:
it would make labor markets more efficient while preserving
social cohesion. The second lecture will examine critically the
structural reforms usually proposed as a cure to Europe’s em-
ployment problems, concentrating on their economic effects
and implications for the political economy.

Mittwoch, 17. Februar 2010 | 17:30 Uhr (s.t.)

Innovation and Competitiveness: The Limits of
Deregulation Policy

Concerns about Europe’s inability to match the United States’
productivity levels over the past decade gave rise to the struc-
tural reform programs. A link between competition and in-
novation underlies the whole Lisbon Strategy: more product
market competition should bolster innovation and thus pro-
ductivity and growth. More precisely, deregulated product
markets should be particularly important for innovation in
countries that are technologically advanced. This idea is behind
most of the policy recommendations justifying product mar-
ket deregulation in OECD countries in reference to innovation.
This lecture will explore the theoretical arguments and the em-
pirical evidence linking product market deregulation and in-
novation performance.

Themenrelevante Veroffentlichungen von Bruno Amable:
Structural Reforms in Europe and the (In)coherence of
Institutions (Oxford Review of Economic Policy 25, 1, 17-39,
2009).

The Lisbon Strategy and Structural Reforms in Europe (mit L.
Demmou, I. Ledezma. Transfer: European Review of Labour and
Research 15, 1, 3352, 2009).

The Effect of Employment Protection and Product Market Regu-
lation on Labour Market Performance: Substitution or Comple-
mentarity? (mit L. Demmou, D. Gatti. Applied Economics, im
Erscheinen).

Product Market Regulation, Innovation and Distance to Frontier
(mit L. Demmou, I. Ledezma. Industrial and Corporate Change,
im Erscheinen).
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Ausgewihlte Veroffentlichungen*

The Differentiation of Social Demands in Europe: The Social
Basis of the European Models of Capitalism (Social Indicators
Research, 2009).

Diversity of Capitalism and Macroeconomic Policy (in: Hein/
Niechoj/Stockhammer, Macroeconomic Policies on Shaky
Foundations: Whither Mainstream Economics, 2009).

A Neorealist Approach to Institutional Change and the Diversity
of Capitalism (mit S. Palombarini. Socio-Economic Review,
2009).

The Diversity of Modern Capitalism (2003 ).
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(*Veroffentlichungen zum Thema der Vortragsreihe befinden
sich im Innenteil des Flyers)

10. Februar 2010
Employment, Unemployment

Weitere Informationen: and Structural Reforms

<www.jourdan.ens.fr/~amable/>

<www.mpifg.de/forschung/SiR_en.asp> 17. Februar 2010

Innovation and Competitive-
ness: The Limits of Deregulation

Das MPIfG ladt jahrlich einen fithrenden Wissenschaftler aus Policy

den Politik-, Wirtschafts- und Sozialwissenschaften fiir sechs
Monate an das Institut ein. Scholars in Residence verfolgen
ein Forschungsprojekt, das thematisch an die Schwerpunkte
der Forschung am MPIfG anschlie8t. Wihrend ihrer Zeit am
MPIfG bieten sie drei 6ffentliche Vortrige an.

Die Vortrige finden im Konferenzraum des MPIfG statt. An-
meldung unter 0221 2767-0 oder info@mpifg.de.

MPIfG | Max-Planck-Institut fur Gesellschaftsforschung
Paulstr. 3| 50676 K&In

Tel. +49 221 2767-0 | Fax +49 221 2767-555
info@mpifg.de | www.mpifg.de

KVB-Haltestellen: Ulrepforte (15, 16), SeverinstraBe (3, 4)
(jeweils ca. 7 min. FuBweg zur PaulstraBe/Ecke Ulrichgasse)
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